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Three grouPs of rePaTriaTed exiles
1.	 Co-leaders:	Zerubbabel,	Jeshua,	Sheshbazzar
	 Text:	Ezra,	Chapters	1	–	6.
	 Persian	king:	Cyrus,	539	(550)-530	B.C.
	 Accomplishment:	Completion	of	the	temple,	515	B.C.
2.	 Text:	Ezra,	Chapters	7	–	8.
	 57	years	later,	in	458	B.C.,	Ezra	led	the	second	expedition	to	the	

homeland.
	 Text:	Ezra,	Chapters	9	–	10
	 Accomplishment:	Action	taken	against	mixed	marriages.
3.	 12	years	later,	Nehemiah	headed	the	third	expedition.
	 Text:	Nehemiah	1:1	-	7:73a.
	 Persian	king:	Artaxerxes
	 Accomplishment:	Reconstruction	of	the	city	walls;	reform	of	the	

moral,	ceremonial,	and	religious	life	of	the	nation,	in	cooperation	
with	Ezra.

geTTiNg To kNoW ezra BeTTer 
Ezra 7:1-11
Ezra	was	an	outstanding	personage,	equipped	by	God	to	be	an	able	
priest,	chieftain,	teacher,	exemplar,	and	reformer.	“The	hand	of	the	
Lord	his	God	was	on	him”	(7:6b	-	NIv).	He	could	trace	his	lineage	
back	to	the	first	chief	priest,	Aaron,	brother	of	Moses	(7:5b).	That’s	

“The people were desirous of giving thanks to 
the Lord, for He proved good, and His mercy 
abode with them right down to the present.”



one	good	reason	why	Ezra	was	an	authoritative	figure.	He	
fulfilled	the	office	of	his	ministry	in	a	twofold	manner:	as	
the	representative	of	God’s	chosen	people,	leading	them	in	
the	worship	of	and	obedience	to,	the	sovereign	Lord,	and	
also	as	the	representative	of	God	in	proclaiming	His	will	
and	loving-kindness.	

Ezra	was	an	ardent	student	of	“the	Law	of	Moses,	which	
the	Lord,	the	God	of	Israel,	had	given”	(7:6a),	and	was	
determined	to	conform	his	behavior	to	God’s	absolutes.	
He	was	a	scribe,	a	secretary	-	in	a	sense	in	which	the	
word	is	used	today	in	connection	with	members	of	the	
President’s	cabinet,	e.g.,	Secretary	of	State,	Secretary	
of	the	Interior,	etc.	He	stood	in	the	good	graces	of	
King	Artaxerxes.	The	monarch	respected	his	judgment,	
prized	his	uncommon	common	sense,	and	“granted	
him	everything	he	asked”	(7:6b).	Diplomacy	is	the	fine	
art	of	letting	other	people	have	your	way	-	provided,	of	
course,	that	your	suggestions	are	sound,	workable,	and	
advantageous	to	many	for	years	to	come.	Ezra	did	not	
seek	scholarly	attainments	in	order	to	gratify	his	ego,	but	
to	be	of	service	to	others.	“Ezra	had	devoted	himself	to	
the	study	and	observance	of	the	Law	of	the	Lord,	and	to	
teaching	its	decrees	and	laws	in	Israel”	(7:10).	

Ezra	was	a	man	of	strong	faith.	Artaxerxes	was	willing	
to	provide	a	military	escort	to	protect	the	pilgrims	from	
enemies	on	the	road,	but	Ezra	chose	to	depend	upon	
God	as	a	shield	and	defense;	“and	he	answered	our	
prayer”	(8:21-	23).	Ezra	is	esteemed	as	the	founder	of	a	
synagogue;	peradventure,	the	writer	of	several	psalms,	
notably	Psalm	119,	the	longest	chapter	in	the	Bible;	and	
the	assembler,	with	other	rabbis,	of	the	books	of	the	Old	
Testament	into	the	Canon,	i.e.,	the	list	of	books	officially	
accepted	by	the	church	as	genuinely	inspired.	The	
Apocrypha	are	“fourteen	books	of	the	Septuagint	(Greek	
translation	of	the	Hebrew	Old	Testament)	that	are	rejected	
in	Judaism	and	regarded	by	Protestants	as	not	canonical;	
eleven	of	them	are	fully	accepted	in	the	Roman	Catholic	
canon”	(Webster).	

Ezra	was	concerned	about	his	kinsmen	in	Judea	who,	
since	the	death	of	their	two	great	leaders,	Zerubbabel	the	

governor,	and	Jeshua	the	priest,	had	gotten	away	from	
their	religious	mooring.	So,	Ezra	requested	and	obtained	
permission	from	Artaxerxes	to	lead	a	band	of	volunteers	
to	Jerusalem	(7:11-26).	Arriving	there	in	458	B.C.,	he	
conducted	Bible	class	sessions	(Nehemiah	8:2-3),	and	
instituted	reforms,	particularly	in	the	area	of	mixed	marriages.	

Two	sections	in	Ezra	are	written	in	Aramaic	instead	of	the	
usual	Hebrew	(Ezra	4:8-6:18	and	7:12-26).	Aramaic	was	“at	
that	time	the	language	of	international	diplomacy”	(Roehrs).	

iNsTruCTioNs To ezra 
Ezra 7:12-20
King	Artaxerxes	and	his	seven	advisers	met	in	solemn	
session	and	studiously	considered	the	request	of	Ezra.	
They	reached	certain	conclusions	and	embodied	these	
in	a	letter	to	satraps,	and	deputy	governors	in	Trans-
Euphrates.	A	copy	of	the	letter	was	given	to	Ezra	(7:11).	
The	following	decisions	concerning	Ezra	had	been	reached	
and	were	set	forth	in	the	letter:	

-	 that	Ezra	be	allowed	to	go	to	Judah	and	Jerusalem	to	
check	on	whether	the	folkways	of	the	people	there	were	
in	consonance	with	the	Law	of	their	God	as	revealed	in	
the	scroll	which	Ezra	had	in	his	hand	(7:13-14);	

-	 that	Ezra	was	given	a	grant	of	silver	and	gold	from	
the	royal	treasury	to	honor	“the	God	of	Israel,	whose	
dwelling	is	in	Jerusalem”	(7:15);	

-	 that	Ezra	be	permitted	to	solicit	funds	in	the	form	of	
freewill	offerings	among	residents	of	Babylon	and	
among	functionaries	and	adherents	of	the	Jewish	faith	
(7:16);	

-	 that	these	monies	be	used	for	sacrificial	purposes	and	
ceremonial	offerings	(7:17);

-	 that	any	surplus	be	dispensed	according	to	the	
discretion	of	the	elders	and	the	will	of	God,	as	set	forth	
in	the	holy	writings	(7:18);

-	 that	all	precious	articles,	given	as	gifts	by	the	king	and	
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his	cabinet,	be	used	as	designated	for	the	beautification	
of	the	temple	worship	(7:19);

-	 that	if	extra	funds	were	still	needed,	a	requisition	form	
be	presented	to	the	royal	treasury	(7:20),	with	the	
expectancy	of	favorable	results.

iNsTruCTioNs To The saTraPs 
aNd dePuTy goverNors 
Ezra 7:21-24

Next:	The	treasurers	in	the	provinces	west	of	the	
Euphrates	River	were	ordered	to	give	Ezra	whatever	
he	requested,	“up	to	$200,000	in	silver:	1225	bushels	
of	wheat,	990	gallons	of	wine;	any	amount	of	salt;	and	
whatever	else	the	God	of	heaven	demands	for	his	temple;	
for	why	should	we	risk	God’s	wrath	against	the	king	and	
his	sons?”	(7:22-23,	The	Living	Bible).	

The	king	also	decreed	that	the	entire	temple	personnel	be	
exempted	from	paying	taxes	of	any	sort,	to	wit:	the	priests,	
Levites,	singers,	gatekeeper,	temple	servants	or	other	
workers	at	the	house	of	God	(7:24).	Finally,	in	the	king’s	
letter,	authority	was	given	to	Ezra	to	appoint	magistrates	
and	judges	to	administer	justice	to	all	people	“beyond	
the	river.”	Whoever	disobeyed	was	to	be	punished	by	
death,	exile,	loss	of	property,	or	imprisonment	(7:25-
26).	Such	great	authority	was	vested	in	Ezra	because	
King	Artaxerxes	believed	Ezra	possessed	extraordinary	
wisdom	from	God	(7:25a),	and	the	king	was	right,	as	later	
accomplishments	bear	witness.	

ezra’s PersoNal resPoNse 
To The CommissioN 
Ezra 7:27-28
Ezra	gave	credit	to	God	and	praised	Him	for	moving	the	
heart	of	the	king	to	bring	honor	to	the	house	of	the	Lord	
in	Jerusalem.	And	now,	for	the	first	time,	Ezra	identifies	
and	brings	himself	into	the	foreground,	saying,	“The	
God	of	our	fathers…has	extended	his	good	favor	to	
me	before	the	king	and	his	advisers	and	all	the	king’s	
powerful	officials”	(7:27-28a).	Gratefully	does	he	attribute	
to	the	Lord	the	success	of	the	venture	with	this	felicitous	
acknowledgment:	“Because	the	hand	of	the	Lord	my	God	
was	on	me,	I	took	courage	and	gathered	leading	men	from	

Israel	to	go	up	with	me”	(7:28b).	

keePiNg The reCords 
Ezra 8:1-23
Ezra	continues	to	render	a	personal	account	of	the	
preparations	made	for	the	journey	and	the	care	taken	in	
keeping	records	straight.	First,	a	list	had	to	be	made	of	
the	names	and	genealogies	of	the	leaders	who	would	
accompany	him	from	Babylon	during	the	reign	of	King	
Artaxerxes	(8:1-14).	Then,	he	called	a	mass	meeting	of	
all	who	intended	to	make	the	pilgrimage.	They	met	at	a	
certain	river,	known	to	them	but	not	to	us.	In	scanning	the	
list	of	names	and	occupations,	Ezra	noted	that	the	Levites	
were	conspicuous	by	their	absence.	Surely,	this	would	
never	do,	for	the	priests	needed	assistance	in	the	sacrifice	
of	animals	at	the	altar.	

Ezra	took	action.	He	sent	word	to	Iddo,	the	chief	among	
the	Levites,	and	urged	him	to	use	his	influence	in	
recruiting	servants	for	the	house	of	God.	He	even	told	
the	messengers	how	to	word	their	request	in	addressing	
Iddo.	The	net	result	was	very	good.	Levites	and	servants	
arrived	by	the	hundreds.	Another	detail:	all	of	them	had	to	
sign	the	registry.	

Now	that	all	the	travelers	were	on	hand,	the	meeting	could	
begin.	The	first	thing	on	the	docket	was	to	supplicate	
Jehovah	Lord	to	grant	a	safe	journey.	To	rivet	their	
affections	on	things	above,	Ezra	proclaimed	a	fast.	He	
could	have	accepted	the	king’s	offer	of	a	military	escort,	
but	he	declined.	He	told	the	king,	Our	trust	is	in	God;	
he	will	see	us	through.	And	it	came	to	pass	that	God	
answered	their	prayer	(8:21-23).	

CheCk aNd douBle-CheCk 
Ezra 8:24-30
When	entrusted	with	the	delivery	of	valuables,	a	sane,	
sensible,	and	responsible	overseer	makes	a	list.	
Otherwise,	the	persons	at	the	other	end	might	say,	“Are	
you	sure	none	of	you	developed	sticky	fingers	en	route?	
We	thought	there	should	be	more	articles.”	

These	were	the	articles	that	were	going	in	transport,	
which	Ezra	naturally	insisted	be	recorded:	–	in	silver:	
$1,300,000;	in	silver	utensils:	$200,000;	–	in	gold:	
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$3,000,000;	–	and	twenty	gold	bowls	worth	a	total	of	$100,000.	There	were	also	two	beautiful	
pieces	of	brass	which	were	as	precious	as	gold	(TLB).

Little	wonder	that,	after	consecrating	the	men,	Ezra	should	consecrate	the	copious	treasures	
likewise.	The	people	had	been	very	generous	in	their	donations.	Motivated	by	love	to	God,	they	
had	given	silver,	gold,	and	bowls	as	free-will	offerings	to	the	Lord	God	of	their	fathers	(8:24-
28).	The	priests	and	Levites	assumed	responsibility	for	safe-guarding	the	treasures	(8:29-30).	

JourNey aCComPlished WiTh ThaNksgiviNg 
Ezra 8:31-36 
The	entourage	arrived	safely	in	Jerusalem.	The	hand	of	God	was	on	them	and	protected	
them	from	enemies	and	bandits	along	the	way.	What	jubilation	when	they	finally	reached	their	
destination!	Ezra	granted	them	a	three-day	period	of	rest.	On	the	fourth	day,	the	precious	
cargo	was	thoroughly	examined	and	checked	out.	The	meticulous	Ezra	wrote,	“Everything	was	
accounted	for	by	number	and	weight,	and	the	entire	weight	[the	sum	total]	was	recorded	at	that	
time”	(8:33-34).	

The	people	were	desirous	of	giving	thanks	to	the	Lord,	for	He	proved	good,	and	His	mercy	
abode	with	them	right	down	to	the	present.	They	rendered	sacrifices.	The	blood	of	the	
sacrificial	animals	was	completely	drained,	and	all	the	fat	burned,	but	the	rest	was	eaten,	as	
they	gathered	around	improvised	but	festive	boards.	Their	prayers	were	set	before	God	as	
incense	and	the	lifting	up	of	their	hands	in	praise	as	the	evening	sacrifice	(8:35).	One	bit	of	
business	yet	remained,	and	Ezra	managed	to	get	that	done.	“They	also	delivered	the	king’s	
orders	to	the	royal	satraps	and	the	governors	of	Trans-Euphrates,	who	then	gave	assistance	to	
the	people	and	to	the	house	of	God”	(8:36,	NIv).	

He told the king, Our trust is in God; He 
will see us through. And it came to pass that 

God answered their prayer (8:21-23).
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PersoNal aPPliCaTioN – ezra 9 & 10

Praise and thanksgiving to our almighty and merciful God, for baptismal 
grace; for pardon, peace and power through the atoning blood; for reconciliation 

through the cross; and for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Draw us closer to 
You in service and to one another, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Ezra	9

1.	 Ezra	had	a	number	of	tasks	to	attend	to	before	he	could	concentrate	on	the	main	purpose	of	his	mission,	that	of	
elevating	the	moral	tone	of	the	nation.	The	nation	had	become	quite	permissive	during	the	past	57	years	since	the	
days	of	such	exemplary	leaders	as	Zerubbabel	and	Jeshua.	What	problem	was	brought	to	Ezra’s	attention	by	the	
present	leaders?

2.	 How	did	Ezra	react	to	the	doleful	news?

	 Who	felt	the	same	way	Ezra	did	concerning	conditions	existing	in	Israel?

3.	 To	whom	did	Ezra	turn	for	help	in	his	distress?

	 How	did	Ezra	include	himself	in	the	confessional	prayer?

4.	 According	to	Ezra,	why	had	God	turned	His	favor	away	from	His	chosen	people,	in	times	past	and	even	now?

5.	 Why	should	the	nation	take	advantage	of	the	present	situation?

6.	 How	was	the	relatively	favorable	situation	of	the	remnant	to	be	preserved	in	the	present	and	for	the	future?	(9:10-
15)

Ezra	10
7.	 How	did	Ezra	succeed	in	gathering	a	great	number	of	people	about	him	and	impressing	them	with	the	seriousness	

of	the	national	aberration?

8.	 Who	stepped	forward	as	spokesman	for	the	people	and	what	did	he	confess?
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9.	 What	encouragement	did	Shecaniah	offer	Ezra?

10.	 What	immediate	action	did	Ezra	propose	and	who	agreed	with	him?

11.	 In	what	manner	did	Ezra	seek	a	degree	of	relief	from	his	emotional	turmoil?

Ezra	10:7-44
12.	 A	proclamation	was	sent	forth	demanding	that	the	exiles	attend	a	mass	meeting	in	Jerusalem.	What	would	be	the	

fate	of	anyone	who	failed	to	appear	within	three	days?

	 How	effective	was	the	ultimatum?

	 Describe	the	gathering	of	the	people.

13.	 Ezra	kept	his	message	short.	However,	he	did	make	three	important	points.	What	were	these	points?	(10:10-11)

14.	 How	did	the	people	respond	to	his	exhortation?

15.	 What	practical	suggestion	was	made	concerning	the	procedure?

16.	 Who	voted	against	the	proposition?

17.	 How	did	Ezra	go	about	implementing	the	almost	unanimous	resolution?

18.	 The	book	of	Ezra	closes	abruptly	with	a	list	of	those	found	guilty	of	mixed	marriages.	Among	them	were:	priests,	
Levites,	and	prominent	laypeople	-	110	in	all.	Discuss	how	“mixed	marriage”	is	viewed	in	today’s	culture?

19.	 What	guidelines	are	given	for	the	choice	of	a	mate	in	the	following	references?	(1	Kings	11:1-2;	2	Corinthians	6:14-
18;	Ephesians	5:15-33)
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